
 

 

RICE LAKE AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT 
BOARD OF EDUCATION 

700 Augusta Street 
Rice Lake, WI 54868 

 
Policy and Legislative Advocacy Committee Minutes 

 
Tuesday, January 2, 2018 

5:30 p.m. 
Board Room at Administration Office 

 
MINUTES 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER: The meeting was called to order at 5:31 p.m.  

 
II. ROLL CALL: Present – Committee Members: Don Cuskey, Keven Jensen, Gary Spear 

Absent- Abbey Fischer 
 District Staff – Randy Drost, Superintendent 
 Others: NA 

  
III. NOTICE OF POSTING: Randy Drost announced that notice of the meeting was 

communicated by public notice as required by 19.84 of WI statutes. 
 

IV. Approval of Minutes from Monday, December 4, 2017: Don Cuskey and Gary Spear 
motion to approve the committee meeting minutes from Monday, December 4, 2017. 
All present voting yes. Motion approved.  

 
V. REVIEW THE FOLLOWING: The board reviewed the following policies: 

Policy Title 

Policy #154 
 

Board of Education Legislative Program (revise): The committee reviewed 
the revised policy. The title of the policy will be revised to read, “Board of 
Education Advocacy.” On page 2, the second paragraph/first sentence will be 
deleted. Under the title, “Authorized Spokespersons Engaging in Legislative 
and Public Policy Advocacy” The first sentence of the first paragraph will be 
revised to read, “The District Administrator, the Board President, and a 
member of the Board of Education Policy and Legislative Advocacy Committee 
are appointed to serve as a legislative liaison and are authorized to act as 
spokespersons for the Board of Education and District on legislative/public 
policy advocacy communications that are intended to inform and influence 
lawmakers, agency personnel, and other government officials.”    
 
The second sentence of that same paragraph will be revised to read, “The 
District Administrator may also designate other District employees to serve as 
authorized spokespersons to communicate specific messages on behalf of the 
Board of Education or District or to attend particular meetings or advocacy 
functions if such designees are given clear direction regarding their role and 
the relevant Board of Education/District positions.” 
 
The committee recommended the revised policy go to the full board as a first 
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Policy Title 

reading.  
 

Policy #343.3 Enrollment and credit for middle school students taking high school courses 
(revise): The committee reviewed the revised policy. Legal references of 2013 
Act 62 and 2013 Act 38 will be added to the policy. There were no additional 
revisions to the policy.  
 
The committee recommended the revised policy go to the full board as a first 
reading.    
 

Rule #343.3 Enrollment and credit for middle school students taking high school courses 
(revise): The committee reviewed the revised rule. Additional revisions 
include: Under #1, adding back in the language crossed out for letters (b) and 
(c), which will be moved to letters (e) and (f) to read: 
 
(e) Credit earned by the student in such a course may be applied toward any 
applicable graduation credit requirement that the course satisfies, provided 
the student achieves a grade of a C or better. 
 
(f) The extent to which a grade received in a course for which the student 
receives high school credit is not included in the student’s high school grade 
point average.  
 
The current letters (e) and (f) will be moved to letters (b) and (c).  
 
The committee recommended the revised rule go to the full board as a first 
reading.  
   

Policy #361 Selection of textbooks and other classroom instructional materials and 
resources (revise): The committee reviewed the revised policy.  
 
In the second paragraph on the first page, the last sentence will be revised to 
read, “As a general rule, the Board of Education’s expectation is that the 
selection of core instructional materials and resources intended for use 
throughout a grade span or course should be subject to a more extensive and 
participatory evaluation process and should involve more District-level 
oversight and coordination than the selection of class-specific or teacher-
specific supplemental materials that are less likely to serve as key elements of 
the District’s course-to-course and grade-to-grade curricular sequences.” 
 
The fourth paragraph will be revised to read, “When selecting instructional 
materials and resources for use in the classroom, consideration shall be given 
to each of the following factors:” In addition, the fifth bullet will be revised to 
read, “an evaluation of the materials by the BOE Curriculum Committee for 
any improper bias, misinformation, or stereotyping;” 
 
On page 2, the first paragraph after the bullets will be revised to read, “The 
Board of Education recognizes that occasional objections to instructional 
materials and resources used in the classroom may occur. When 
parents/guardians or other individuals have concerns about particular 
instructional materials or resources, these concerns shall be brought forward 
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in accordance with established administrative procedures.”  
 
Randy will look into cross-referencing the policy on teaching of controversial 
issues.  
 
The committee recommended the revised policy go to the full board as a first 
reading.  
 

Rule #361 Procedures for the selection and reconsideration of classroom instructional 
materials/resources (revise): The committee reviewed the revised rule. 
 
Under, A., #2, letter b., the word “text” will be replaced with “instructional 
materials and resources”. In addition, The following sentence will be 
removed, “Does the textbook accurately reflect the learner expectations of 
the District’s curriculum?”  In addition, the first sentence in letter c will be 
revised to read, “Instructional materials and resources will be checked by the 
Board of Education Curriculum Committee for bias, misinformation and 
stereotyping.” 
 
The second sentence under letter d will be revised to read, “Accordingly, the 
Director of Instruction and Learning/Director of Pupil Services will check with 
appropriate sources (i.e. Wisconsin Accessible Media Productions or Book 
share) whether the instructional materials and resources are available (or can 
be made available) in alternative formats to meet the needs of students with 
disabilities and other students who may require formats (e.g., students with 
limited English proficiency).” 
 
Under A., #4, “revised curriculum map” will be revised to say, “unit plans”.  
Under A., #6, “writing” will be revised to say, “review”.  
Under A., #7, will be revised to read, “If/When an instance arises where 
previously used instructional materials and resources are no longer being 
recommended for use, the Director of Instruction and Learning shall consult 
with the Board of Education prior to authorizing the removal of those 
instructional materials and resources.”  
 
Under B, #1, the fourth sentence will be revised to read, “Even where no 
purchase is required, all teachers will obtain the advanced approval of the 
building principal prior to actual use as each teacher will ultimately be 
accountable for his/her decisions.” 
 
Under B, #2, c, (2) will be revised to read, “obtain the advance approval of the 
building principal prior to using any supplementary materials not previously 
evaluated and purchased by the District” 
 
Under B, #2, letter e, “The classroom teacher” will be revised to read, “The 
Director of Instruction and Learning/Director of Pupil Services” 
 
Under C, #1, letter b will be deleted. 
 
Under C, #3, letter b will be revised to read, “Upon receipt of the formal 
complaint, the Director of Instruction and Learning shall file the formal 
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complaint and the material in question with the review committee for 
reevaluation. A recommendation will be made within 20 school days of receipt 
of the formal complaint. The review committee shall make a recommendation 
for disposition of the material in question to the District Administrator. 
Generally, access to challenged materials will not be restricted during the 
reconsideration or review process. In some circumstances, alternative 
materials may be requested by parents/guardians for their son or daughter.”  
 
Under C, #3, letter c, the fifth bullet will be revised to read, “A media 
specialist (if challenged on media/library material).  
 
Under C, #4, the second sentence will be deleted.  
 
The committee recommended the revised rule go to the full board as a first 
reading.  
 

Exhibit (1) #361 Parent letter on the use of controversial materials available alternate 
materials in the classroom-review: The committee reviewed the current 
Exhibit (1). The committee recommended the following revisions to Exhibit 
(1):  

 The second paragraph will be revised to read, “Alternative materials 
will be made available to parents who have objections to any of the 
above selections. If you would like further information on the 
materials, please call me at the number listed below. If no further 
information is required, please sign this form and return it to.” 

 The following will also be deleted from the Exhibit: “Your signature on 
this letter constitutes permission to use the materials listed. A 
response is needed by _______________________ to ensure that 
your son or daughter will meet the requirements of the course on 
time.  

 The “parent’s signature” line on the bottom of the Exhibit will be 
deleted. 

 
The committee recommended the revised Exhibit (1) go to the full board as a 
first reading.  
 

Exhibit (2) #361 Request for reconsideration of instructional materials (review): The 
committee reviewed the current Exhibit (2). There were no recommended 
revisions.  
 
The committee recommended the current Exhibit (2) go to the full board as a 
first reading.   
 

Exhibit (3) #361 School response to complaint (review): The committee reviewed the current 
Exhibit (3).  
 
Item #1 will be deleted. The committee recommended the revised Exhibit (3) 
go to the full board as a first reading.  
   

Exhibit (4) #361 Checklist for school media advisory committee’s reconsideration of 
instructional materials-fiction and other literary forms (review): The 
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committee reviewed the current Exhibit (4).  
There were no recommended revisions. The committee recommended the 
current Exhibit (4) go to the full board as a first reading.  
 

Exhibit (5) #361 Checklist for school media advisory committee’s reconsideration of 
instructional materials, nonfiction (review): The committee reviewed the 
current Exhibit (5). There were no recommended revisions.  
 
The committee recommended the current Exhibit (5) go to the full board as a 
first reading.  
 

Policy #537.2 Professional Development Opportunities for Licensed Staff (review): This 
policy was tabled until the next meeting.  
 

Rule #537.2 Guidelines for Staff Attendance at Professional Development Events 
(revise): This rule was tabled until the next meeting.   
 

Policy #683 Inventories/Asset Management (revise): The committee reviewed the 
revised policy.  
 
Item #2 will be revised to read, “Items having resale value, as determined by 
the Administrator or Director of the area the item originated from:” 
 
Item #3 will be deleted. 
 
The committee recommended the revised policy go to the full board as a first 
reading.  
 

 
VI. OTHER: The committee discussed having legislative items added to upcoming BOE Policy 

and Legislative Advocacy Committee meeting agendas with reports provided at regular 
Board of Education meetings.  
 
Keven Jensen review the WASB Report to the Membership on 2018 Resolutions.   

 
VII. Next Meeting: The next meeting will be held on Tuesday, February 13, 2018 at 5:30 p.m. in 

the Board Room at the Administration Office. 
 

VIII. ADJOURN: A motion to adjourn was made at 7:46 p.m. by Don Cuskey and seconded by 
Gary Spear.  
 

Minutes respectfully submitted by Randy Drost. 


